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[ DON'T FEAR YOU.

IF THEY DON'T BRING ME THE
WATER SOON, THERE WILL BE
NO STEW.

m—
p—

WHAT'S THE MATTER?
\WHY THAT FACE?

THE RIVER?!
ALONE?!

ZIA, DID YOU SEE Ll | SENT THEM T0 THE RIVER BUT THEY
ZAHRA AND HAMID? ARE TAKING A LONG TIME. | AM
STARTING 70 GET WORRIED.

YOU.... YOU DID NOT HEAR
HOW DANGERQUS IT IS?

| AMNOT AFRAID OF YOU. WE ARE EQUALS,
SNOW LEOPARD. | AM JUST AS STRONG AND
BRAVE AS YOU.
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BUT MY GIRL, WHY DID YOU
(OME HERE ALONE? WHERE
IS YOUR BROTHER?

HE... HE DID NOT
WANT T0 JOIN ME.

HE STAYED PLAYING
WITH HIS FRIENDS
IN THE SNOW.

—

. FITHANT |

BEEN FOR THAT
POLICEMAN...

TAKE THIS
FLAG- A
SMALL GIFT.




A FEW YEARS LATER.

YOU HEARD E MOTHER. 1 WANT T0 e
STUDY T0 BECOWE A POLICE OFFICER.

WHY NOT? | HAVE WORKED HARD,

| HAVE GONE THROUGH SECONDARY
EDUCATION IN KABUL LIKE WE AGREED
AND | FINISHED WITH GOOD GRADES.

POLICE OFFICER? HA HA
HA, POLICE OFFICER!

NOW MY COUNTRY GIVES ME THE
OPPORTUNITY TO CHOOSE WHAT |
00 WITH MY LIFE...

= ... ANDIAMNOT
GOING TO WASTE IT!

BESIDES, IN KABUL IT 1S NOT LIKE HERE;
WOMEN ARE WORKING IN BANKS, IN OFFICES,
IN'ALOT OF PLACES.

ARE NOW POLICE-
WOMEN AS WELL.

YOU ARE CRAZY, MY CHILD. A
L 71AT 15 NOT A J0B FOR A WOMAN,

q | HEARD THAT THERE

WOMAN AS A POLICE OFFICER!




EAHRA VANTS 0 BE POLICEWOMAN?! - f POLICEWOMEN IN KABLL?
; THIS 15 NO LAUGHING -
ARUEHIAL THATSNONSENSEL {1\ rom WHD T0LD YOU THAT?
' FANILY, HAMID. .

)

OF COURSE, ZIA,
WHO ELSE!

LOOK, CHILD, A WOMAN HAS T0 TAKE
CARE OF THE HOUSE AND THE CHILDREN,
NOT RUN AROUND WITH A GUN. l
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LOOK AT YOUR
SISTERS.

‘ LT L PR—

BORING, MOTHER. I'I

q DON'T TALK LIKE

|
-! i T, ZAHRA! .

IF YOU WANT T0 STUDY, YOU CAN STUDY YOUR UNCLE AND AUNT WILL
TO BECOME A TEACHER OR ANURSE, LI BE DELIGHTED THAT YOU WILL NOT 700 BAD AN IDEA,
JOBS THAT ARE MORE APPROPRIATE FOR [ STAY WITH THEM LONGER TO MY DAUGHTER.

WOMEN, DON'T YOU THINK? GO TO UNIVERSITY.

YES.... OR | CAN JUST
GET MARRIED AND STAY
AT HOME FOREVER.
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INTHE VILLAGEEVERYBODY WELL DONT WORRY | How CAN WE JUST IGHORE I, FATHER? | DONT WANT 0
ALREADY KNDWS THAT ZAHRA THE SAME
ABOUT 1T BE THE LAUGHING STOCK OF THE VILLAGE. F ZAHRA JOINS
WANTS 10 STUDY 10 BECOME FOR ME.
G DR Ty AR L THE POLICE, SHE WILLNO LONGER BE MY SISTER.
MAKING FUN 0 LS

ENOUGH! | DON'T WANT PROBLEMS, NOT IN THIS FAMIY | ] YOU WILL NEED T0 STAY WITH YOUR UNCLE AND
AND NOT IN THE VILLAGE! IF YOU WANT 10 STUDY T0 AUNT, ZAHRAL IS THAT WHAT YOU WANT?!
BECOME A POLICE OFFICER, YOU DON'T COME BACK 10

THIS HOUSE.

WELL THANKS A LOT BROTHERS. | ALWAYS
HELP YOU OUT WITH EVERYTHING AND
NOW YOU...

SERVING US 1S
YOUR OBLIGATION.

HI ZAHRA,
(AN JOIN
You?

THE OTHER DAY | IT WAS AN ADVERTISEMENT ABOUT THE LATER | SPOKE 10 ZIA YOU HAVE MY PERMISSION AND BLESSING T0 STUDY
SAW AN ADVERTISE- FUTURE OF OUR COUNTRY, ABOLT HOW ABOUTT. WHAT YOU WANT, DAUGHTER. GIVE ME SOME TIME
MENT ON TELEVISION. THINGS ARE CHANGING, YOU KNOW AND | WILL TRY T0 CONVINCE YOUR MOTHER AND

WHAT | MEAN? YOUR BROTHERS THAT IT IS A GOOD IDEA T0 STUDY
T0 BECOME A POLICEWOMAN.

THANKS,
FATHER.




BUT REMEMBER
ZAHRA... IT WILL NOT
BE EASY FOR YOU.

I AM THE SNOW LEOPARD. MY LEGS | SWEAR | WILL BE
ARE NOT TREMBLING. NOTHING CAN A POLICEWOMAN.
INTIMIDATE ME.

YEARS LATER...

YOU CAN STAY AND WAIT
HERE WHILE WE LOOK AT
THE RESULTS, AND THEN WE
WILL LET YOU KNOW WHO
(AN G0 T0 THE TRAINING
PROGRAMME.

IN ABOUT FIVE MINUTES |
AM COLLECTING THE EXAMS.

I 1}

A T3/

YES, YOUR FIRST YES... BUTI
EXAM T0 G0 1O THE THINK | HAVE
POLICE ACADEMY? DONE QUITE

THAT DOES NOT WHAT D0 WELL, GIRLS LIKE US ARE NOT THE CHOSEN
MATTER AT ALL. YOU MEAN? ONES, YOU WILL SEE. THIS IS MY THIRD EXAM.

PAY ATTENTION
PLEASE!




YOU, YOU AND.... YOU,
(OME WITH ME.

NO! WE CANNOT ACCEPT THAT. AFTER... AFTER ALL
THAT | HAVE GONE THROUGH TO GET HERE... (OME
WITH ME! WHAT IS YOUR NAME?

BU... BUT, WHAT'S THIS? HE JUST
SELECTED THE MOST HANDSOME GIRLS.

L

YOU SEE NOW WHAT | WAS B
TRYING TO TELL YOU? P

Al .

[ DON'T.... I DON'T KNOW IF THIS IS A GOOD
IDEA. WE (OULD GET INTO TROUBLE.

WHAT DO YOU WANT,
YOUNG LADIES? &

ARE YOU THE SUPERVISOR?
N CHARGE OF THE SELECTION
PROCESS?

Ll (Il we wanT 1o RepoRr
THATS RIGHT. oW | | |5 AN RREGULARITY...
ke || B
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MONTHS LATER IN THE TRAINING CENTER ABROAD.

| CANNOT WAIT T0 RETURN TO AFGHANISTAN, START
T0 PATROL THE STREETS, PUT THE (AR SIREN ON, HELP
QUR PECPLE.

WE ARE THE LEopaRDs. [

POLICE CENTER, KABUL.

/ : ; £s I AM VERY EXCITED,

(OMMANDER.
GOOD AFTERNOON O ﬁ P"I.I[E

(OMMANDER, | AM ZAHRA.

sibe i

AH, YES, THE NEW
ONE. WALK WITH ME.

THIS 1S YOUR DESK, YOUNG
LADY. TRY TO KEEP IT CLEAN.

| REALLY WOULD LIKE TO START
PATROLLING. YOU CANNOT IMAGINE
\WHAT [T TOOK FOR ME TO GET HERE.

1
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FOR THE MOMENT, YOUR
FIRST TASK IS TO BRING ME
TEA EVERY MORNING AND

BU... BUT,
(OMMANDER, |...

YOU CAN START NOW.... GREEN

TEA, | AM THIRSTY. I

ZAHRA. IT'S MANAL WE
FINALLY DID IT MY FRIEND!

SPEAK FOR YOURSELF, MY DEAR, THEY HAVE
PUT ME ASIDE ON A TABLE IN THE CORNER.

ANOTHER DAY OF WAITING
BEHIND THIS DESK.

| FEEL TERRIBLE HAVING T0
LIE TO MY UNCLE AND AUNT

]

ABOUT MY JOB.

S
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HOW AM | GOING TO HELP PEOPLE
FROM BEHIND THIS DESK? FROM
THIS CORNER?

BYE, UNCLE AND AUNT,
I'M GOING TO WORK.

HAVE A GOOD DAY AT
THE BANK, ZAHRA!

I ALTHOUGH THE LEOPARD'S SKIN
FIRST MADE ME STRONG, PER-
HAPS WHAT IT REALLY MEANS
T0 BE A SNOW LEOPARD IS 0
BE ENDANGERED AND ALONE.
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GOOD MORNING FARID!

GO BACK TO YOUR
VILLAGE, PEASANT GIRL!

(OMMANDER,
(OMMANDER!

WHAT IS T THIS
TIME, ZAHRA?

G000 MORNING,
1 oMMANDER, You STILL
| WAVE NOT RESPONDED T0 MY
| REQUEST FOR A TRANSFER.

 TWO MONTHS LATER,
| ZAHRA IS WORKING IN AN
| OPERATIONAL UNIT.

BRINGING THAT UP
AGAIN, ZAHRA?

MMM, ALL OF THEM?
THE TRUTH IS THAT
YOU ARE BETTER
PREPARED THAN MOsT
OF THE LAZYBONES
| HAVE HERE... IF |
LOOK FOR SOMETHINE,
WILL YUU LEAVE ME

YES, BRINGING THAT UP
AGAIN, COMMANDER, UNTIL
YOU LISTEN TO ME. YOU
PROMISED ME A TRANSFER SIX
MONTHS AGO. | HAVE DONE
ALL THE TRAINING COURSES
THAT YOU SUGGESTED.

| PROMISE
YOu, SIR.

ALRIGHT.... COME BACK AGAIN
TOMY OFFICE AT THE END
OF THE DAY AND WE TALK
ABOUT IT CALMLY TO SEE

WHAT | CAN DO.
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I NEED YOU T0 HELP ME. | AM FOLLOWING A
SUSPICIOUS COUPLE. YES, | AM FOLLOWING THE
WOMAN NOW. OK, | AM NOW SENDING YOU THE

PHOTO OF THE MAN AND YOU SHARE IT WITH

OUR COLLEAGUES, RIGHT?

=
A

| AM NOT AFRAID, NO, | AM A
SNOW LEOPARD (OMING DOWN
THE MOUNTAIN!




(OME! COME QUICKLY

ALL OF YOU!
A -
e S — — 5
— L —— b —— —————— —_
...WHOSE NAME IS ZAHRA, HAS THIS c ... WHERE A BIG LOOK HOwW YES, WHO WOULD HAVE [
MORNING PREVENTED WHAT COULD : MEETING WAS FAR THE IMAGINED THAT? ZAHRA DID VERY |
HAVE BEEN A HUGE TRAGEDY AS ——  GONGTO PEASANT WELL DETECTING THE NERVOUS
AN ATTACK WAS PLANNED ON THE TAKE PLACE GIRL HAS BEHAVIOUR OF THE WOMAN.
WAKHAN HOTEL IN KABLL... BETWEEN... (OME, FARID!

————

OUR... OUR
ZAHRA?

... DON'T CONSIDER MYSELF
A HERD. | AM JUST DOING

HAMID, G0 GET

ZIA, QUICK. |

SOMEWHERE, IN ANOTHER
VILLAGE OF AFGHANISTAN.
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No animals were harmed during the making of
this graphic story. The endangered snow leopard
lives in the so-called Wakhan corridor, a narrow
geographical corridor located in the northeastern
province of Badakhshan, which connects
Afghanistan with China. Although they are wild
animals and their space should be respected
accordingly, a snow leopard being aggressive
towards humans is exceptionally rare. The authors
strongly support the cause of raising awareness
about and protecting the rare snow leopard and
its habitat.
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